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has 75,000 volumes and 250 magazines. Books may be read there
or borrowed. Authors recommended included Shakespeare,
Gorki, Zola, Chekhov, Romain Holland, Barbusse, Tolstoy,
Goethe, etc.
The club has a very good dining-room, served by a well-
equipped modern kitchen.
I must not forget the chess-room, one of the most popular
rooms in the club. Here men and officers were playing chess
together. Outside military duties there is no recognition of
rank. Until I learnt to distinguish the different tabs, it was
frequently impossible for me to tell which was officer and which
was private. Equally, there is no division between the army and
the populace. The public is admitted to the club theatre on
payment. The various regiments are closely connected with
either factory or farm through the system of patronage.
I spent several hours in the club, and talked with many men
and officers. One of these told me that he went into the army a
peasant lad, liked it so much that on completing his period of
training he joined the standing army, attended various classes,
and became an officer. His wife, who was well dressed (I noticed
all the wives were well dressed), had also come from the village.
Until quite recently she was religious. Now, she told me, she
had been educated out of it, and realised it was only superstition,
to which, like drink, the uneducated still clung.
The strongest impression of that club was a deep, satisfying
friendliness and content, as though the mind and body and
emotions had been welded into a harmonious whole. Their
struggles now were against nature and external conditions,
not against themselves.
Mention must be made of the prisons—or houses of correction,
as they are called—as centres of adult education. All illiterate
prisoners have to attend literacy classes. For the semi-literate
there are other classes. There are technical classes for training
in the industry carried on in the prison factory. General educa-
tion here, too, takes the form of circles. The literacy circle is
held to be the most important. It is here that the men and

